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The agenda is posted in the building of the Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency at 1445 Butte House Road. Suite 
B, Yuba City. The agenda summary, backup materials, and approved minutes are also posted on the Sutter 
Butte Flood Control Agency website at sutterbutteflood.org. Materials related to an item on this agenda and 
submitted to the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection 
in the office of the Board Clerk at 1445 Butte House Road, Suite B, Yuba City, during normal business hours. 
In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, the meeting room is wheelchair accessible and disabled 
parking is available. If you have a disability and need, disability related modifications or accommodations to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the SBFCA office at 530-755-9859 or admin@sutterbutteflood.org. 
Requests must be made one full business day before the start of the meeting. 

 
 

County of Sutter 
Jeff Stephens 
Mike Ziegenmeyer 
Alt. Karm Bains 
Alt. Jeff Boone 
 
 
 

County of Butte 
Bill Connelly 
Tod Kimmelshue 

City of Yuba City 
Marc Boomgaarden 
Dave Shaw 
Alt. Toni Cole 
Alt. Michael Pasquale 
 
 

City of Live Oak 
Jeramy Chapdelaine 
Alt. Nancy Santana 

City of Gridley 
Bruce Johnson 
 

City of Biggs 
Bo Sheppard 
 

Levee District 1 
Charlie Hoppin 
Al Montna 
Alt. Gary Marler 
Alt. Drew Stresser 
 

Levee District 9 
Mike Morris 
Chris Schmidl 
 

 
Persons wishing to address the Board during consideration of matters listed on the agenda will be allowed to do 
so. Testimony should always begin with the speaker giving his or her name and place of residence. Requests for 
assistive listening devices or other accommodations, such as interpretive services, should be made through the 
Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency office at 530-755-9859. Requests should be made at least 72 hours prior to the 
meeting. Later requests will be accommodated to the extent feasible. 
 
AGENDA SUMMARY 
 
REGULAR MEETING/CALL TO ORDER 

• Roll Call 

• Pledge of Allegiance 
 

1. Selection of 2026 SBFCA Chair and Vice Chair 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency 
Board of Directors Agenda - Regular Meeting, February 11, 2026, 1 p.m.  
City of Yuba City Council Chambers – 1201 Civic Center Blvd., Yuba City 
 

 
  

mailto:admin@sutterbutteflood.org
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Members of the public will be allowed to address the Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency’s Board of Directors on 
items of interest to the public that are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board. Any member of the 
audience who may wish to bring a matter before the Board that has not been placed on the agenda may do so at 
this time; however, State law provides that no action may be taken on any item not appearing on the posted 
Agenda.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR  
The Consent Calendar groups together those items which are considered noncontroversial or for which prior 
policy direction has been given to staff and that require only routine action by the Board. The Chair will advise the 
audience that the matters may be adopted in total by one motion; however, the Board may, at its option or upon 
request of a member of the public, consider any matter separately. 
 

2. Approval of the Minutes for the December 10, 2025 Regular Board Meeting 
 

3. Approval of Task Order 8 Amendment No. 2 with R&F Engineering Inc. for engineering services for the 
Oroville Wildlife Area Robinson’s Riffle Project 

 
4. Consider Adopting Resolution 2026-01 Approving the Use of Special Brown Act Provisions Pursuant to 

Government Code section 54953.8.7 
 

5. Approval of Amendment No. 10 to Professional Services Agreement with Sacramento Valley Conservancy 
related to the Star Bend Setback and Mathews Mitigation Areas 

 
6. Approval of Task Order 14 Amendment No. 2 with ECORP Consulting Inc. for Environmental Construction 

Support for the OWA Thermalito Afterbay Recreation Improvements Project 
 

INFORMATIONAL AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL ITEMS 
 

7. Board Briefing on Feather River Side Channel  
 

8. Receive and File Monthly Financial Reports  
 

9. Presentation and File Program/Project Update 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The next regularly scheduled Board of Directors meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 11, 2026 at 
 1 p.m. 
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Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency 
A Partnership for Flood Safety 

 
 

 
 

 
February 11, 2026 
 
 
TO:  Board of Directors  
 
FROM:  Michael Bessette, Executive Director 
  Brian Hamilton, General Counsel 
 
SUBJECT: Selection of 2026 SBFCA Chair and Vice Chair    

 
 

Recommendation 
We recommend that the SBFCA Board of Directors select the Chair from Sutter County and a Vice Chair from Butte 
County for the 2026 calendar year in accordance with the Board’s adopted policy on the rotation of officers. 
 
Background 
At its December 8, 2010 meeting, the Board of Directors approved an ad hoc committee’s proposed plan to rotate 
the Chair and Vice Chair positions among the largest municipal members of SBFCA – Yuba City, Sutter County and 
Butte County.  In 2025 the Chair position was held by Yuba City (represented by Marc Boomgaarden), and the Vice 
Chair position was held by Sutter County (represented by Mike Ziegenmeyer).  Therefore, in 2026 the Chair 
position should rotate to Sutter County and the Vice Chair position should rotate to Butte County. 
 
The Board of Directors annually nominates and votes on a Chair and Vice Chair.   

 
 
 



    Item 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency (Agency) Board of Directors (Board), State of California, met on the above date at 
1 p.m. at the City of Yuba City Council Chambers - 1201 Civic Center Boulevard, Yuba City, CA. 
 

   These minutes do not represent a transcript of the meeting and are intended to be a summary of the most important 
points. For a complete record, please refer to the video recording of the meeting, which is posted on SBFCA’s website: 
http:/sutterbutteflood.org/board/meetings-agendas/ 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
 County of Butte:  Bill Connelly, Tod Kimmelshue 
 City of Yuba City:  Marc Boomgaarden, Dave Shaw  
 City of Biggs:   Bo Sheppard    

City of Gridley:   Bruce Johnson   
 Levee District 9:   Mike Morris, Chris Schmidl 
 Levee District 1:   Charlie Hoppin, Gary Marler 
  
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Jeramy Chapdelaine, Al Montna, Jeff Stephens, Mike Ziegenmeyer 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Michael Bessette, Executive Director; Chris Fritz, Director of Engineering, Agency Counsel, Brian Hamilton; 
Sean Meyers, Budget Manager, and Terra Yaney, Board Clerk 

 
MEETING/CALL TO ORDER 
At 1:00 p.m., Director Marc Boomgaarden opened the meeting and led the group in the pledge of allegiance. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment. 

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

1. Approval of the Minutes for the November 12, 2025 Regular Board Meeting 
2. Approval of the 2026 schedule for regular SBFCA Board meetings 

 
A motion to approve the Consent Calendar was made by Bruce Johnson and seconded by Chris Schmidl.  The motion 
passed with no objection. The Consent Calendar was approved as follows: 
 

• Marc Boomgaarden- yes 

• Bill Connelly- yes 

• Charlie Hoppin - yes 

• Bruce Johnson- yes 

• Tod Kimmelshue 
 

• Gary Marler - yes 

• Mike Morris - yes 

• Chris Schmidl – yes 

• Dave Shaw - yes 

• Bo Sheppard - yes 

 

No public Comment.   The entire discussion and presentation is available on the SBFCA website at: 
http://sutterbutterflood.org/board/meetings-agendas/ 

Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency 
Board of Directors Regular Meeting Minutes, December 10, 2025, 1 p.m. 
City of Yuba City Council Chambers - 1201 Civic Center Blvd., Yuba City, CA  
 

 
  

http://sutterbutteflood.org/board/meetings-agendas/
http://sutterbutterflood.org/board/meetings-agendas/


    Item 2 

INFORMATIONAL AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL ITEMS 

 
3. Presentation and File Monthly Financial Report 

Budget Manager Sean Myers presented the monthly financial reports for October and answered questions 
regarding operating revenue of advanced funding. The entire report, along with a PowerPoint presentation is 
available on the SBFCA website at: http://sutterbutterflood.org/board/meetings-agendas/ 

 
4. Presentation and File Program/Project Update  

Executive Director Michael Bessette gave a presentation by outlining the recent and ongoing activities of the 
agency.  He reported that the cutoff wall construction and levee regrade work on the Tudor Flood Risk Reduction 
project is completed.  The contractor is finalized the all-weather surface on the levee crown, they will complete 
the pipe crossings next year. 
 
He went onto report that the project team continues to advance the design and permitting work for the Sutter 
Bypass East Levee repairs.  The design team submitted the 90% design for review to DWR, USACE and the IPE.  All 
comments have been addressed accept for USACE.  DWR filed the Notice of Determination in late October. 

 
Mr. Bessette provided an update on the City of Oroville Levee Repair project.  He reported that we received the 
inspection report, USACE will provide a briefing to the Oroville City Council on the findings and determinations on 
February 3rd. 
 
Mr. Bessette gave an update on the OWA Robinson’s Riffle River Restoration project.  He reported that the WCB 
Board granted SBFCA $31.9M to fully fund construction of the project at their November 20th board meeting. 
 
He went onto report that the OWA Thermalito Afterbay Boat Ramp and Campground project went out to bid on 
October 30, bids were due yesterday.  We received 11 bids – R&R Horn from Chico was the low bidder. The 
construction contract award is scheduled for March 2026. 
 
The entire report is available on the SBFCA website at: http://sutterbutterflood.org/board/meetings-agendas/ 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business coming before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 1:18 p.m.    

 

ATTEST BY: __________________________________  _______________________________________    

           Terra Yaney, Board Clerk   Board Chair 

http://sutterbutterflood.org/board/meetings-agendas/
http://sutterbutterflood.org/board/meetings-agendas/


 
Item 3 

Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency 
A Partnership for Flood Safety 
 
  

 
  
 
February 11, 2026 
 
TO:  Board of Directors  
 
FROM:  Michael Bessette, Executive Director 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Task Order 8 Amendment No. 2 with R&F Engineering Inc. for engineering services 

for the Oroville Wildlife Area Robinson’s Riffle Project 

 
Recommendation  
It is recommended that the Board of Directors approve and authorize the Executive Director to execute Task Order 
8 Amendment No. 2 with R&F Engineering, Inc. (R&F) for $195,105 for the Oroville Wildlife Area (OWA) Robinson’s 
Riffle Project, subject to legal counsel’s final review and approval. 

 
Background 
Continuing with SBFCA’s work on the Feather River West Levee Project and associated Oroville Wildlife Area 
Project, SBFCA was awarded a grant from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) in April of 2023 
under the Watershed Restoration Grants Branch (WRGB) to advance the next phase of the Oroville Wildlife Area 
(OWA) Robinson’s Riffle Project. The grant provides $2,115,000 in funding to design, finalize environmental 
compliance documents, and obtain permits for the selected enhancements coming out of the OWA Robinson’s 
Riffle planning effort. The work includes pre-design, geotechnical analysis, topographical surveys, cost estimates, 
civil designs, and a restoration plan. In addition, SBFCA received a grant in the amount of $31,917,000 from the 
Wildlife Conservation Board in January of 2026 which fully funds the project through construction. 
 
Under Task Order 8, R&F provides SBFCA with project management and design services for the OWA Robinson’s 
Riffle Restoration Project. R&F performs the project management duties and leads the project under the direction 
of SBFCA’s Executive Director. As part of Task Order 8 Amendment No. 2, R&F will complete additional topographic 
surveys and geotechnical explorations to support the 100% design. The work includes additional test pits and sonic 
borings to refine the characterizations of the subsurface material types within the grading limits.  
 
Fiscal Impact 
The recommended action requests the approval of Task Order 8 Amendment No. 2 with R&F Engineering. This 
action will obligate SBFCA to pay for the associated services delivered on a time and materials basis. The budget 
for this amendment is $195,105, raising the total not-to-exceed amount for Task Order 8 from $1,500,249 to 
$1,695,354.  The Task Order is entirely funded via the grants with CDFW and WCB. This work has been 
incorporated into the FYI 2025/2026 budget in the following accounts 731-99-7013-6575(0,1,2).  As a result, the 
Board’s approval of the recommended action would have no net budgetary impact. 
 
Attachments:  

1. R&F Engineering Task Order 8 Amendment No. 2 Scope of Work and Fee 
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R&F Engineering Inc. 

 
Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency  
Task Order 8 – Amendment No. 2 

 
Design Services for the Oroville Wildlife Area 

Robinson’s Riffle Restoration Project  
 
This Task Order 8 Amendment No. 2 is associated with the Professional Services 
Agreement between R&F Engineering Inc. (R&F) and Sutter Butte Flood Control 
Agency (SBFCA) dated February 9, 2022.  
 
I.  Scope of Work 
The intent of this Amendment is to supplement the current Task 2.2 budget and modify 
the scope of work to add tasks for geotechnical services, as detailed below.  
 

• The Department of Water Resources Oroville Field Division requested additional 
upstream hydraulic analysis. This amendment will supplement the current Task 
2.2 ‘Topographical Surveys’ budget to collect additional survey data for the 
hydraulic analysis. Note, the additional survey efforts are consistent with the 
scope of work for Task Order 8 Task 2.2. 

• Geotechnical explorations and analysis are needed to support the 100% design. 
Test pits and sonic borings would be conducted to allow characterization of the 
material in the grading limits. Test pits will allow for large scale gradation 
analysis of the coarse dredge tailings (including cobbles and boulders), and 
borings will provide additional classification data and determination as to the 
depth of dredge tailings. In addition, scrapping or shallow test pits (referred to as 
limited test pits) will be excavated to document general subsurface conditions. 
The amendment budget includes sample collection, testing in a laboratory, 
analysis, and reporting. The amendment will modify the scope of work to add the 
Task 5 effort, as described below.  

 
Task 5 – Geotechnical Explorations   
This task includes the sampling, testing, analysis, and reporting as described below. 
 
Subtask 5.1 – Subsurface Explorations 
This task includes site reconnaissance, test pits, limited test pits, and sonic borings. Up to 
7 test pits to maximum depths of 12 feet will be excavated and logged for testing. Bulk 
soil samples from the test pit spoils will be collected at select locations/depths and up to 4 
field particle size analysis tests of the oversize material with be performed. Each test pit 
will be loosely backfilled with the remaining spoils immediately following completion.  
 
Additionally, up to 8 test pits to a maximum depth of 8 feet will be excavated. The 
purpose of these limited test pits is to obtain subsurface data in other potential borrow 
areas. The limited test pits will be photographed, and general observations will be 
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recorded. 
 
Up to six borings to depths ranging from 20 to 30 feet deep will be drilled using a track-
mounted sonic drill rig. Continuous samples of the underlying material will be collected 
and bulk soil samples will be collected at 2.5 to 5- foot intervals. The borings will be 
backfilled with grout in accordance with County boring permit requirements and the soil 
cuttings and excess fluid will be spread at the borehole location. 
 
Subtask 5.2 – Laboratory Testing   
This task includes laboratory tests on select samples of the soil obtained from the 
subsurface explorations. Tests may include: Moisture/density, Grain Size Analysis, Large 
Scale - Grain Size Analysis, Atterberg Limits, and Shear strength tests.  
 
Subtask 5.3 – Analysis & Reporting  
This task includes evaluating soil gradation, estimating subsurface material particle size 
distributions, estimating excavation volumes for different material sizes, evaluating slope 
stability, and preparing a Geotechnical Letter.  
 
Task 5 Deliverables:  

• Draft Geotechnical Letter  
• Final Geotechnical Letter 

 
II.  Budget 
Compensation will be paid for services on a time and materials basis in accordance with 
R&F’s approved rate schedule and the provisions of the Professional Services 
Agreement. The budget for this amendment is $195,105, raising the total not-to-exceed 
amount for Task Order 8 from $1,500,249 to $1,695,354. An assumed breakdown of 
work effort is provided in the attached cost table. 
 
III.  Schedule 
Services associated with this Task Order will begin immediately following approval and 
all services will be carried out through project completion, which is anticipated to occur 
by April 30, 2026. 
 
 
 
SUTTER BUTTE FLOOD   R&F ENGINEERING INC.    
CONTROL AGENCY 
 
 
By:_____________________________ By:___________________________ 
 MICHAEL BESSETTE   CHRIS FRITZ 
 Executive Director    Principal 
             
 
 
Dated:___________________________ Dated:_________________________ 
 



TO8 OWA ROBINSON'S RIFFLE RESTORATION PROJECT DESIGN
AMENDMENT #2
R&F ENGINEERING INC. 

Principal Project Admin/ R&F Total R&F R&F R&F Total Subconsultant Subconsultant Subconsultant Total
Task No. Task Description Engineer Manager I Clerical 3 Labor Hours Labor ($) Expenses ($) Cost ($) Labor ($) Markup ($) Cost ($) Cost ($)

Rates 279.00$                 229.00$                 192.00$                 157.00$                 $117.00
2.2 Topographical Surveys

Conducting Survey(s) - - - - - 0 -$                                -$                               -$                               35,617$                         712$                           36,329$                      36,329$                              
Subtotal for Task 2.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 -$                                -$                               -$                               35,617$                         712$                           36,329$                      36,329$                              

5.0 Geotechnical Explorations
Subsurface Explorations - - - - - 0 -$                                -$                               -$                               92,925$                         1,859$                        94,784$                      94,784$                              
Laboratory Testing - - - - - 0 -$                                -$                               -$                               14,592$                         292$                           14,884$                      14,884$                              
Analysis & Reporting - - - - - 0 -$                                -$                               -$                               32,790$                         656$                           33,446$                      33,446$                              
Project Team Mtgs & Coordination - - - - - 0 -$                                -$                               -$                               15,355$                         307$                           15,662$                      15,662$                              

Subtotal for Task 5.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -$                                -$                               -$                               155,662$                       3,113$                        158,775$                    158,775$                            

TOTALS 0 0 0 0 0 0 -$                            -$                           -$                           191,279$                       3,826$                        195,105$                    195,105$                            

TOTAL 195,105$                            

Engineer 4 Engineer 1
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Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency 

A Partnership for Flood Safety 
 

  
 
February 11, 2026 
 
TO:  Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Michael Bessette – Executive Director 
   
SUBJECT: Consider Adopting Resolution 2026-01 Approving the Use of Special Brown Act Provisions 

Pursuant to Government Code section 54953.8.7 
 

 
Recommendation  
Staff recommends the Board approve and adopt Resolution 2026-01 Approving the Use of Special Brown Act 
Provisions Pursuant to Government Code Section 54953.8.7. 
 
Summary 
On October 3, 2025, Governor Newsom signed into law Senate Bill 707 as Chapter 327. The 
Bill makes sweeping changes to the Brown Act for certain kinds of agencies, and also includes 
some modest changes for joint powers agencies. By adopting a resolution “opting in” to the 
legislative changes, this agency may have more flexibility in the noticing and holding of future 
meetings. 
 
Discussion 
The Ralph M. Brown Act was designed to make public agency meetings more open and 
transparent. The Act requires that meetings be noticed for the public, that with rare exceptions 
they be held in an open manner so that the public may attend, and that all Board members attend 
in person with a quorum of the agency sitting together in one place. Recent legislative changes, 
designed to recognize the public’s ability to participate in virtual meetings, offer slightly more 
flexibility in how certain agencies hold those meetings. While the changes in Senate Bill 707 
(2025) are extensive for certain agencies, the changes are more modest for joint powers agencies 
such as this agency. 
 
By adopting a resolution opting in to those changes, the agency will have a little more flexibility 
in how it complies with the Brown Act going forward. Here is a summary of those changes: 
 

• For all meetings of the Board Members, a quorum of Board Members must be in 
person at public meetings at one or more locations within the boundaries of the joint 
powers agency. Thus, as written this Agency could elect to hold its public meetings in 
multiple locations with some Board Members in each location. This could create 
additional flexibility by not requiring all Board Member to travel far to a single, common 
location. 
 
• Less than the quorum of Board Members can participate remotely if the agenda 
says who they are and if they use audio and video (this is different from the traditional 
requirement for remote participation where you need to include on the meeting notice the 
address of where the remote Board Member would be sitting and make that location 
available to the public). 
 



Item 4 
 

• A remote location is NOT acceptable if it is within 20 miles, one way, of one of 
the public meetings. This is a new limitation, although it may not be a practical 
limitation as it is unlikely a Board Member would have participated remotely from such a 
close location. 
 
• The ability for remote participation of Board Members can only be used a limited 
number of times a year (based on the frequency of meetings). 
 
• Any Board Member who is separately compensated for sitting on the Joint Powers 
Agency Board is limited in their ability to participate in a remote meeting. 
 
• These new provisions sunset on January 1, 2030 unless extended by the 
Legislature. 
 

As a practical matter, this section is not a radical change to the Brown Act. A significant pro is 
that if you are remote you no longer have to post your address and make yourself host to the 
public at that remote location. But the con is you need to be at least 20 miles from a public 
meeting and you can only use it a limited number of times per year. Another pro is that the 
Board meeting could be held in multiple locations, although it is not clear how relevant that will 
be for this Agency. By approving this item there is very little downside, but the approval may 
create an opportunity to use these new provisions in the event that special meeting arrangements 
are needed on a case-by-case basis. 
 
These new provisions are in addition to the “good cause” exceptions for remote participation due 
to illness, childcare, and official travel, as allowed under Government Code section 54953.8.3. 
 
This provision was also extended to expire on January 1, 2030. 
 



Resolution 2026-01 

A Resolution Approving the Use of Special Brown Act Provisions Pursuant to 

Government Code section 54953.8.7 
 

Whereas, the Agency is a multijurisdictional Joint Powers Agency providing services that benefit 

multiple member agencies; and 

 

Whereas, the Agency is subject to the Ralph M. Brown Act that helps to ensure open and 

transparent government; and 

 

Whereas, the California Legislature approved and the Governor signed AB 707 (2025) which 

creates alternative provisions, some of which are applicable to joint powers agencies covered by 

the Brown Act; and 

 

Whereas, Government Code section 54953.8.7 has special provisions that can be adopted by a 

Joint Powers Agency such as this Agency; and 

 

Whereas, adoption of this Resolution will allow the Agency to use the new alternative provisions 

of the Brown Act contained in Government Code section 54953.8.7 which will create additional 

flexibility for the Agency while not reducing the Agency’s commitment to remaining open and 

transparent to the public; and 

 

Whereas, by this Resolution the Agency desires to authorize the use of the teleconferencing 

provisions allowed under Government Code section 54953.8.7; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Directors of the Agency acts as follows: 

 

1.  The Agency authorizes the use of the teleconferencing provisions allowed under 

Government Code section 54953.8.7. 

 

2.  Agency staff shall utilize the procedures allowed under Government Code section 

54953.8.7 as appropriate to maximize involvement by the Board of Directors while still ensuring 

that the meetings of the Agency will remain open and transparent. 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Board Chair 
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Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency 
A Partnership for Flood Safety 

 
  

 
 
February 11, 2026 
 
TO:  Board of Directors  
 
FROM:  Michael Bessette, Executive Director 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Amendment No. 10 to Professional Services Agreement with Sacramento Valley 

Conservancy related to the Star Bend Setback and Mathews Mitigation Areas 

 
Recommendation  
Approve and authorize the Executive Director to execute Amendment No. 10 modifying the previously approved 
Professional Services Agreement with Sacramento Valley Conservancy (SVC) to increase the total compensation 
allowed to be paid by SBFCA to $357,125, an increase of $32,500. 
 
Background 
As part of the FRWLP, SBFCA is responsible for the implementation of several mitigation measures, including 
compensation for impacts to the valley elderberry longhorn beetle (VELB) and riparian habitat. A total of 91 
elderberry shrubs/clusters were identified to be impacted by the FRWLP. In addition, 23.48 acres of riparian 
forest would also be impacted as a result of the FRWLP. All VELB mitigation and a portion of the riparian 
mitigation is being fulfilled between two sites – Star Bend (Phase 2) and Matthews. The remaining mitigation 
requirements for riparian habitat have been fulfilled at the Cosumnes Floodplain Mitigation Bank operated by 
Westervelt Ecological Services and approved by both the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and United 
States Department of Fish and Wildlife agencies 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) issued a Biological Opinion (BO) for the FRWLP on May 2, 2013 
(Biological Opinion Reference No. 08ESMF00-2013-F-0342-1). Conservation measures for the VELB included 
transplanting elderberry shrubs to be impacted and planting replacement seedlings (1,470 elderberries and 1,470 
associated native riparian plants at least 12.15 acres). 
 
Elderberry shrubs to be impacted were relocated to both the Star Bend Phase 2 and Matthews sites in February 
2014 and February 2015, respectively. A total of 50 (389 stems) shrubs were transplanted at Star Bend, resulting 
in 144 transplant locations (watering basins). A total of 28 (139 stems) shrubs were transplanted at Matthews, 
resulting in 47 watering basins at the site. Remaining shrubs that were not transplanted were either not 
salvageable or left in place during levee construction. To fulfill the replacement planting for VELB impacts, 
elderberry and associated native riparian seedlings were installed at the Star Bend and Matthews sites between 
2014 and 2016. Monitoring is required annually over a period of 10 years. Collectively, 60% (882) of the 
elderberries and 60% (882) of the associated native plantings must be alive at the end of the 10-year monitoring 
period. 
 
Mitigation for impacts to riparian habitat require the planting of native riparian trees and shrubs on 46.96 acres. 
In the process of creating habitat for the VELB, riparian habitat mitigation for the FRWLP is being partially fulfilled 
at the Star Bend Phase 2 and Matthews VELB Mitigation Sites. These include 13.8 acres at Star Bend Phase 2 and 
8.1 acres at Matthews, totaling 21.9 acres. At each site, 80% of the mitigation plantings must be surviving at the 
end of a 20-year period. Monitoring is being completed during the first 10 years coinciding with the VELB 
mitigation monitoring requirements, followed by additional monitoring in Years 15 and 20 of the sites to 
complete all riparian mitigation monitoring obligations. 
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In June 2018, SBFCA identified SVC as the preferred entity to be the conservation easement holder and manager 
of the valley elderberry long horned beetle mitigation preserves.  The mitigation preserves are required by the 
environmental permits related to the Feather River West Levee Project (FRWLP).  In order to establish the 
mitigation preserves a series of documents needs to be prepared.  SBFCA and SVC entered into a Professional 
Services Agreement to complete the required documents including conservation easements and a management 
plan.  As SBFCA and SVC have advanced this effort, additional reviews by the resource agencies have extended 
the time frame expected for this effort, resulted in additional work and changes resulting in additional costs.  The 
proposed contract amendment will provide the necessary resources to complete the contemplated transaction 
and comply with SBFCA permit requirements. Amendment No. 10 to the previously approved Services Agreement 
between SBFCA and SVC increases to total contract amount up to a maximum of $357,125, an increase of 
$32,500. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
Approval of the proposed amendment will obligate SBFCA to pay for the services provided up to the limit of the 
agreement, $357,125. The work described above is associated with SBFCA’s requirements for mitigation as part 
of the regulatory approvals of the Feather River West Levee Project.  The approved capital budget for FY’s 
2020/21 through 2023/24 include budget for Environment Mitigation within accounts 731-6740(0,1), 6840(0,1) 
and 6890(0,1) for Areas C, B and D respectively.  The Board Approved budget for the accounts are sufficient to 
cover the mitigation obligations of the FRWLP which include this Services Agreement with SVC.  As a result, there 
is no net budgetary impact from the Board’s approval of the recommended action. 
 
 

 
 



Sacramento Valley Conservancy 

Star Bend and Mathews Preserve Project Amendment No. 10 

Feather River West Levee Project 

 
This Contract Amendment No. 10 amends the Contract between the Sutter Butte Flood Control 
Agency and Sacramento Valley Conservancy dated June 1, 2018 and is approved on February 11, 
2026. 

 
Scope of Work 
Scope of Work remains as defined in original contract. 

 
Schedule 
The services under this Amendment shall continue until the project is completed or the 
Agreement is terminated per the conditions outlined in the original contract. 

 
Budget 
The budget for this amendment is not-to-exceed $32,500, bringing the new total contract amount 
to $357,125, and will be based upon actual costs incurred and invoiced on a monthly basis. 

 
Special Provisions 

None 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be duly 

executed as of the day and year first written above. 

 
 
 
SUTTER BUTTE FLOOD CONTROL AGENCY 

 
By:  _ 

 
SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
CONSERVANCY 

 
By:  _ 

 

  _   _ 
 

Dated:  _ Dated:  _ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacramento Valley Conservancy - Amendment 10 1 
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Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency 
A Partnership for Flood Safety 
 
  

 
  
 
February 11, 2026 
 
TO:  Board of Directors  
 
FROM:  Michael Bessette, Executive Director 
  Chris Fritz, Director of Engineering 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Task Order 14 Amendment No. 2 with ECORP Consulting Inc. for Environmental 

Construction Support for the OWA Thermalito Afterbay Recreation Improvements Project 

 
Recommendation  
It is recommended that the Board of Directors: 

1. Approve and authorize the Executive Director to execute Task Order 14 Amendment No. 2 with ECORP 
Consulting, Inc. (ECORP) in the amount of $202,400 to provide environmental and permitting support 
services for the Oroville Wildlife Area (OWA) Thermalito Recreation Improvements Project under the 
Master Services Agreement, subject to legal counsel’s final review and approval. 
 

Background 
In 2017, SBFCA issued a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for consulting firms to provide Environmental Services 
for SBFCA’s program.  Services requested included: CEQA/NEPA Environmental documents, permitting, ESA/CESA 
compliance, cultural resources, mitigation monitoring and implementation.  Seven firms submitted Statements of 
Qualifications and three firms were interviewed by a four-person interview panel consisting of the Board Chair, 
Executive Director, Director of Engineering, and Agency Counsel.  ECORP was unanimously selected as the top firm 
to provide the requested services.  On July 12, 2017 the SBFCA Board approved a Master Services Agreement with 
ECORP.   
 
In June of 2023, SBFCA executed Task Order 14 with ECORP for ensuring compliance with CEQA and for regulatory 
agency approval. The work consisted of conducting the required baseline technical studies, preparation of the 
anticipated environmental documentation, and preparation of the agency permit applications. In December 2024, 
SBFCA executed Amendment No. 1 to provide the necessary environmental and permitting support to advance 
the OWA Recreation Improvements Project through construction.  
 
Now that the project has advanced through the permitting approval process, additional support is needed to fully 
comply with regulatory and permit requirements. These efforts consist of preparing NEPA documentation and for 
activities such as additional biological and water quality monitoring during construction. The intent of Task Order 
14 Amendment No. 2 is to provide SBFCA with the additional necessary environmental and permitting support to 
advance the OWA Recreation Improvements Project through construction. ECORP will perform the tasks as listed 
in the scope with direction from SBFCA’s Executive Director and Director of Engineering. Work under this 
agreement includes the following tasks: 
 

- Fish Rescue and Relocation Plan 
- Biological and Water Quality Monitoring during Construction 
- Mitigation Requirement Assistance 
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- Riparian Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
- NEPA Assistance 
- Permit Compliance 
- Client Request/Technical Assistance/Meetings 

 
 
Fiscal Impact 
The recommended action requests the approval of Task Order 14 Amendment No. 2 with ECORP Consulting, Inc. 
This action will obligate SBFCA to pay for the associated services delivered on a time and materials basis up to the 
Agreement’s budget limitation of $202,400. With the Amendment, the total maximum limit for Task Order 14 will 
be increased from $726,170 to $928,570 (SBFCA Expenditure Account 731-99-7008/7009-65742).  Budget for the 
OWA Recreation Improvement Project is included with the Board Approved June 2025 through 25/26 budgets. 
There is no net budgetary impact from the Board’s approval of staff’s recommendation. 
 
Attachment: ECORP Task Order 14 Amendment No. 2 Scope and Fee 
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ECORP Consulting, Inc. 
 

Amendment 2 

Task Order 14 

SCOPE OF WORK 
 

OWA Thermalito Afterbay Recreation Project 

Construction Support 

This task order is associated with the Master Agreement between the Sutter Butte Flood Control 
Agency (SBFCA) and ECORP Consulting, Inc. (Consultant). Below is a scope of work and estimated 
costs for construction support for the Tudor Flood Risk Reduction Project. This scope covers 
anticipated efforts necessary to support construction-related tasks, including monitoring and 
preparation of compliance reporting. Tasks required may change once any outstanding permit 
conditions and requirements are finalized. The tasks below can be authorized wholly, or individually, 
as project requirements dictate. Each task’s scope and/or budget may also be modified to reflect the 
required effort up to the total maximum authorized amount.  

ASSUMPTIONS AND UNCERTAINTIES 

The Consultant has made the following assumptions in developing the scope of work. 

• No changes to the project description will occur after the adoption of the CEQA document and 
receipt of federal and state permits without a contract change order, if necessary. 

• Based on project construction information provided to date. 
• Construction, including associated mobilization and demobilization, will occur between June 

2026 and November 2026. 
• Construction work schedule is assumed to be 6 days per week, 10 hours per day, for 

approximately 16 weeks. 
• Cultural monitoring is only limited to initial ground disturbances in terrestrial portions of the 

project areas and is assumed to not collectively exceed 30 working days; no underwater 
archaeology, underwater monitoring, or screening of spoils from the water will be required by 
the USACE.  

• Biological monitoring is assumed to not exceed 91 working days. 
• Consultant assumes that there will be no unanticipated discoveries of cultural or tribal cultural 

resources during monitoring. 
• At the time of the preparation of this amendment, the environmental permits have not yet 

been issued. The following tasks are anticipated based on ECORP’s recent experience 
permitting similar projects. Any additional unanticipated permit conditions added to the 
project by the agencies following the submittal of this amendment may require additional 
budget to address. 
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• The amount of support required by the Contractor to review additional work areas, participate 
in regular construction meetings, or verify compliance in the field during active construction is 
unknown at this time. The Consultant has included additional budget to accommodate as 
much of this as possible, based on similar prior experience; however, the requests for support 
may exceed what can be accommodated by this amendment. 

• The rate of ground disturbance and construction work that requires biological and 
archaeological monitoring is currently unknown and not under the control of the Consultant. 
This amendment will accommodate 30 days of archaeological monitoring and 91 days of 
biological monitoring; however, if the Contractor will require additional time to complete their 
work, another amendment would be necessary. 

• The following items are also expected to be required for this project and are not covered by 
this scope of work. ECORP will assist the client in coordinating these items, but the Client is 
responsible for funding these separately. 
o Permit Application fees 
o Mitigation credit purchases  
o Tribal monitoring 

TASK 014 – FISH RESCUE AND RELOCATION PLAN IMPLEMENTATION (ADDITIONAL BUDGET REQUEST) 

ECORP biologists will conduct a fish rescue and relocation effort prior to closure of the cofferdams in 
accordance with the approved Fish Rescue and Relocation Plan submitted under Task 8. Per the design 
specifications, we assume that a single inflatable bladder cofferdam will be deployed around the area 
to be dewatered to facilitate construction of the trailered boat ramp. For the purposes of this scope of 
work, we assume that: (1) a fish exclusion effort to herd fish out of the area to be dewatered will be 
required prior to final closure and sealing of the cofferdam and fish relocation, and (2) a fish rescue 
and relocation effort will be conducted to remove any remaining fish from the dewatered area during 
the initial drawdown. Based on the size of the cofferdam and total area to be dewatered, we assume 
that the fish rescue and relocation crew for each cofferdam will consist of four (4) fisheries biologists 
for the one-day exclusion effort and six (6) fisheries biologists for the two-day rescue and relocation 
effort. Due to the water depth, the exclusion effort potential capture methods include seines, dip nets, 
electrofishing, or other methods that minimize the risk of injury to fishes. If electrofishing is used, all 
techniques will be consistent with NMFS Electrofishing Guidelines (National Marine Fisheries Service 
2000). Upon completion of the fish rescue and relocation efforts, ECORP will prepare a summary report 
of the number of fish and species relocated, methods employed, fish release locations, and any fish 
that were injured or killed as a result of the dewatering and/or relocation. The requested budget 
augmentation here restores the original amount scoped for this task. 

For efficiency, we assume that the crew will include the daily monitor already scheduled to be on-site 
under Task 10 and additional fisheries biologists billed at the standard daily biological and water 
quality monitoring rate under Task 10. 
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Task 014 Deliverables: 

• One (1) fish rescue and relocation summary report. 

Task 014 Assumptions: 

• The total fee for this task consists of three (3) ECORP biologists billing at the daily rate of $2,400 under 
Task 10 for the one-day fish exclusion effort plus an additional $300 for a one-day boat rental fee, and 
for five (5) ECORP biologists billing at the daily rate of $2,400 under Task 10 for the two-day fish rescue 
and relocation effort, plus preparation of the fish rescue and relocation summary report. 

• An additional biologist conducting the fish exclusion, rescue, and relocation efforts will be the ECORP 
monitor scheduled to be on-site as the daily monitor under Task 10 and, therefore, is not included in 
the fee for this task. 

• The total fee includes a one-day boat rental fee of $300 for the fish exclusion effort. 
• Any additional days required for fish rescue and relocation beyond the two days assumed here will be 

billed at the daily rate in Task 10 for each ECORP biologist. 

Approved Budget: $25,000 
Additional Budget Request: $6,000 

New Total Budget for Task 014: $31,000 

TASK 015 – BIOLOGICAL AND WATER QUALITY MONITORING (ADDITIONAL BUDGET REQUEST) 

ECORP will conduct biological monitoring during construction activities to ensure compliance with the 
anticipated terms and conditions of the permits and environmental documentation for the project. 
Consultant will provide one permitted biologist or biological monitor (collectively, biomonitors) to 
monitor daily construction activities and ensure compliance with the anticipated terms and conditions 
of the CEQA document/MMRP, the Biological Opinion, CDFW LSAA, and the 401 Water Quality 
Certification. Biomonitors will be provided at a daily rate for all days for which monitoring is required 
by the permits. The biomonitors will conduct all required biological monitoring for in-water and 
landside work, including monitoring of water quality during in-water construction activities, as required 
in the permits and environmental documents. Monitoring logs will be completed with each monitoring 
event. The requested budget augmentation here restores the original 91 days of expected biological 
monitoring, as opposed to the 65 days used in existing contract. 

Task 015 Assumptions: 

• The budget assumes a total of 86 workdays requiring an onsite biological monitor with a daily rate of 
$2,400 for a 10-hour workday. Half-day rates would be billed at $1,400 for a 4-hour workday. 

• This task assumes that all biological monitoring can be conducted from the landside or shore and does 
not require the use of a boat. 

• This task assumes that no hydroacoustic monitoring of underwater noise associated with the dredging 
will be required in the permits. 

• The daily rate for this task assumes a 12-hour workday (including mobilization and travel time) for 
biological monitors, daily vehicle rental, and daily equipment (e.g., water quality meter, iPad/GPS) 
rental. 
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Approved Budget: $156,000 
Additional Budget Request: $60,000 

New Total Budget for Task 015: $216,000 

TASK 018 – MITIGATION ASSISTANCE (ADDITIONAL BUDGET REQUEST) 

ECORP will assist the client in satisfying mitigation requirements anticipated for the project permits. 
Such assistance may include preparation of mitigation and monitoring plans, site restoration plans, 
and funding assurance documents, coordination with agencies regarding mitigation requirements, 
helping the client to secure mitigation credits for purchase, and other mitigation-related tasks 
associated with the project. The requested augmentation requested here addresses additional 
correspondence, research and negotiations with agencies regarding acceptable mitigation, discussions 
with the various agencies regarding financial assurances for future credit purchases, development of 
and revisions to an HMMP for CDFW riparian credits, and supplemental mitigation credits through 
NFWF In-lieu fee program to comply with Corps of Engineers’ mitigation rule. 

Task 018 Assumptions: 

• This task is based on time and materials not to exceed the amount specified. If additional coordination 
is required, a change order may be requested. 

• This task does not include the purchase of mitigation credits, funds to be placed in escrow accounts, etc., 
or implementation of mitigation and/or restoration identified in plans to be created.  

Approved Budget: $20,500 
Additional Budget Request: $10,000 

New Total Budget for Task 018: $30,500 

TASK 020 – RIPARIAN MONITORING AND REPORTING (NEW) 

ECORP will conduct mitigation monitoring requirements for campground tree plantings. This will 
include monitoring and reporting to CDFW for 3 years. Monitoring will be conducted as proposed in 
the HMMP for the Project. 

Task 020 Assumptions: 

• This task assumes survival rate to meet mitigation requirement. 
• Remedial planting and/or additional monitoring and reporting will require change order. 

TASK 021 – NEPA ASSISTANCE (NEW) 

Preparation and agency-requested revisions of a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) as required 
by the Corps 408 Project Manager.  Task includes initial drafting, revisions based on new site 
information, and revisions as required by reviewing agencies. 
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Task 021 Assumptions: 

• This task is based on time and materials not to exceed the amount specified. If additional coordination 
is required, a change order may be requested. 

TASK 888 – PERMIT COMPLIANCE/AGENCY LIAISON (ADDITIONAL BUDGET REQUEST) 

This Task covers efforts needed to comply with agency requests, permit conditions and other tasks not 
specifically scoped under another task. Included in this task are efforts spent or pending to assist in 
obtaining State Lands Commission Lease, coordination with FERC, CVFPB, Section 408, NEPA lead 
coordination; and demonstration of CEQA compliance to various agencies. In addition to required 
notifications per the permits, additional agency correspondence may be required to satisfy permit 
conditions, depending on resources found on site and construction activities. Additional conditional 
notifications and reports required by the 401 WQC will be prepared, if required (e.g., due to an 
accidental discharge, water quality violation, modifications to the Project). Reporting to CDFW and/or 
USFWS will be prepared if special-status species are observed onsite. The requested budget 
augmentation restore budget utilized for unexpected, out of scope, or excessive effort. These activities 
include, but are not limited to Assistance with SLC, FERC; 408; CVFBP; BA revisions, CEQA compliance, 
Categorical Permission; and supplemental GGS surveys and associated BA revisions. 

Task 888 Assumptions: 

• This task is based on time and materials, not to exceed the amount specified. If additional client requests 
are needed, a change order may be requested.  

Approved Budget: $40,000 
Additional Budget Request: $32,500 

New Total Budget for Task 888: $72,500 

TASK 999 – CLIENT REQUEST/TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE/MEETINGS (ADDITIONAL BUDGET REQUEST) 

The ECORP team will provide strategic assistance to the client pertaining to this project and participate 
in meetings, and respond to requests by the client, engineer, contractor, or client representatives that 
are not included in this scope of work. The Assistant Project Manager and GIS staff will support the 
information requests as directed by the Project Manager. The requested budget augmentation is 
needed to restore budget for meetings, correspondence, and other client requests through project 
completion. 

Task 999 Assumptions: 

• This task is based on time and materials, not to exceed the amount specified. If additional client requests 
are needed, a change order may be requested.  

Approved Budget: $42,000 
Additional Budget Request: $30,000 

New Total Budget for Task 999: $72,000 
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15% CONTINGENCY 

This scope and cost were prepared without the benefit of knowing the contractor’s schedule and/or 
number of working days or all final permit conditions. To accommodate unforeseen circumstances 
during construction, a 15% contingency has been added to this contract. This has been calculated as 
15% of the total cost and added to the final contract amount.  

BUDGET  

The budget for the tasks above is based on the provisions of the Master Agreement. A breakdown of 
budget per task is provided below.  

TASK/ACTIVITY COST ($) 
Task 014 – Fish Rescue and Relocation Plan Implementation (Additional Budget Request) $6,000 
Task 015 – Biological/WQ Monitoring, Daily Rate: $2,400/Full day, $1,400/Half day, Assumes 
65 days (Additional Budget Request) 

$60,000 

Task 018 – Mitigation Assistance (Additional Budget Request) $10,000 
Task 020 – Riparian Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting (New Task) $15,000 
Task 021 – NEPA Assistance (New Task) $22,500 
Task 888 – Permit Compliance/Agency Liaison (Additional Budget Request) $32,500 
Task 999 – Client Request/Technical Assistance/Meetings (Additional Budget Request) $30,000 

Subtotal: $176,000 
15% Contingency: $26,400 

TOTAL COST ESTIMATE $202,400 

CONTACTS  

All deliverables discussed in this SOW shall be provided to as described above.   

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be duly executed as of the 
day and year first written above. 

SUTTER BUTTE FLOOD CONTROL AGENCY  CONSULTANT 

 

By: ____________________________    By: __________________________ 

      
   MICHAEL BESSETTE     BJORN GREGERSEN 

   Executive Director, SBFCA    President, ECORP Consulting, Inc. 
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Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency 
A Partnership for Flood Safety 

 
 
 

 
 
 

February 11, 2026 
 
TO:  Board of Directors  
 
FROM:  Michael Bessette - Executive Director 
 
SUBJECT: Informational Update on the Feather River Side Channel Project  

 
 
This time has been set aside on the agenda for an update on the Feather River Side Channel Project. 
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Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency 
A Partnership for Flood Safety 

 
  

 
 
February 11, 2026 
 
TO:  Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Michael Bessette, Executive Director 
  Seth Wurzel, Budget Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Receive and File Monthly Financial Reports (November & December 2025) 

 
Recommendation  
Staff recommends that the Board receive and file the November & December 2025 Financial Reports and receive 
staff’s monthly financial report update. 
 
Background  
Staff will provide a brief presentation of SBFCA’s current financial position and financial activities at the Board 
meeting and will be prepared to answer any questions. For this report, staff is presenting financial information 
for November & December 2025. Staff’s oral presentation will cover the financial activities of the Agency through 
December 2025. 
 
The monthly financial reports include the following information: 

• Current Working Capital Position: The reports provide an update as to the liquidity of the Agency and 
ability to cover current obligations. This information is presented within the monthly financial reports 
prepared in coordination with Yuba City finance staff. The current and past months’ financial reports 
reflect the financial information as of December 2025. The information presented is compared to the 
Final Amended Final Budget for 2024/25 and 2025/26.  
 

 
Fiscal Impact 
This is an informational item with no fiscal impact. 
  
Attachments  
Yuba City Finance Department Memorandum, February 11, 2026 re: Monthly Financial Report: November 2025 
Yuba City Finance Department Memorandum, February 11, 2026 re: Monthly Financial Report: December 2025 
 
 (Note – Monthly Financial Report is not available prior to finalization of the Agenda Packet – Monthly Financial 
Report will be provided and made available prior to the start of the Board Meeting.) 
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Sutter Butte Flood Control Agency 

A Partnership for Flood Safety 
 

  
 
February 11, 2026 
 
TO:  Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Michael Bessette – Executive Director 
   
SUBJECT: Receive and File Program/Project Update Report 

 
Recommendation  
Receive and file the February 2026 Program/Project update report. 
 
Background  
The purpose of this report is to provide a regular, monthly update on SBFCA program and project activities: 
 
Tudor Flood Risk Reduction Project (lower Feather River West Levee) 
The contractor is completing the required submittals for the two pipe installations which will occur this year.  The 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board and Odysseus Farms completed their negotiations on the required pipe 
encroachment permit.  Construction work will start up in late April or early May.  
 
Sutter Bypass Critical Levee Repair 
The project team received comments from USACE on the 90% design plans and will now address those comments 
and advance the design to a 100% submittal package. DWR filed the Notice of Determination for the IS/MND in 
late October. In addition, staff is coordinating with DWR on federal funding for the construction of the 5.2-mile 
levee improvement project. Coordination with both DWR and CalOES is ongoing in order to submit a new funding 
application under FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) by spring of 2026.  SBFCA, Calpine, and DWR 
continue to dialogue on funding the remainder of the Sutter Bypass East levee repairs.  SBFCA staff is also 
coordinating with both NCWA and the Floodplain Forward coalition in order to better align the levee improvement 
work with the various proposed restoration activities being advanced within and adjacent to the Sutter Bypass. 

Oroville Wildlife Area (OWA) Robinson’s Riffle Project 
On November 20, 2025 the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) granted SBFCA $31.9 million to fully fund 
construction of the Robinson’s Riffle Restoration Project. The OWA Robinson’s Riffle Project, a project resulting 
from the DWR funded planning effort, is advancing and being coordinated with both DWR and the California 
Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW), who are funding the design of the project. The project team is coordinating 
with CDFW and DWR on the 90% design plans, which were completed in December.  The project team is also 
coordinating additional outreach activities to private property owners adjacent to the proposed project and other 
stakeholders. We anticipate going out to bid on the project in late fall of 2026 and to begin construction in 2027.   
 
The Oroville Wildlife Area Thermalito Afterbay Outlet Boat Ramp and Campground Project 
The project went out to bid on October 30 with bids due on December 9.  We received ten bids with the low 
bidder being R&R Horn Construction Co.  The construction contract is scheduled to be awarded at the March 
Board meeting. The 401 Water Quality Certification was received in January and SBFCA has received the CDFW 
Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement and State Lands Commission approval. SBFCA has also finished formal 
consultations with both U.S. fish and Wildlife Service and National Marine Fisheries Service and received their 
Biological Opinions on January 28. SBFCA is still working on acquiring FERC approval (led by DWR), the CDFW 
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Consistency Determination, and the DWR Implementation Agreement. The design team continues to wrap up 
both the USACE Section 404 and 408 review processes. 
 
City of Oroville Levee Repair Project 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) completed their 2-day Levee Safety Inspection under their National 
Levee Safety Program for the City’s 1.1-mile-long levee in May.  USACE will provide a briefing to the Oroville City 
Council on the findings and recommendations of the report on February 3rd. In addition, the City submitted a letter 
request to be included in the USACE Continuing Authorities Program which would result in a feasibility study to 
analyze deficiencies and recommend repair alternatives.  USACE notified us that due to federal budget issues we 
may not hear back on this request until USACE knows what their program funding looks like under the recently 
passed federal budget Continuing Resolution. We continue to check in with the Corps’ program manager in San 
Francisco on their budget status. 
 
Feather River Regional Flood Management Planning 
The Feather River Regional planning team continues to advance planning efforts in our region.  The planning team 
also continues to coordinate with DWR on the technical work that the State is completing for the 2027 CVFPP 
update. The funding agreement from the Department of Water Resources (DWR) for this effort continues to fund 
regional flood risk management planning work and more specifically SBFCA’s desire to advance important 
planning efforts, including; coordination on the 2027 Central Valley Flood Protection Plan (CVFPP) update, 
advance OMRR&R activities for Cherokee Canal, explore opportunities to fund construction of the Sutter Bypass 
East Levee and the Yuba City Sediment Removal Projects, participate in FEMA National Flood Insurance Program 
reform (resulting in a co-sponsored bill by Representatives LaMalfa and Garamendi), participate in efforts related 
to the Oroville Citizen’s Advisory Committee and the Oroville Dam Water Control Manual Update, and identify 
and implement other regional flood risk reduction projects. 
 
Sutter Basin Flood Risk Management Project (federal project) 
The Project Partnership Agreement (PPA) amendment for federal credit transfer from the Sutter Basin Project 
(SBFCA) to the San Joaquin Project (SJAFCA) was approved by the Assistant Secretary of the Army (ASA) office in 
August and taken to the Central Valley Flood Protection Board (CVFPB) for approval and execution on September 
26.  This approval by CVFPB allowed both SBFCA and SJAFCA to execute them respectively. USACE is also 
completing the Integral Determination Report which is the document to approve all the work completed by the 
non-federal sponsors which is creditable toward the project. SBFCA staff also submitted the required System-
Wide Improvement Framework (SWIF) annual progress report to USACE late last year, which ensures eligibility for 
funding under the PL84-99 rehabilitation program for the Sutter Basin levee system. USACE is also currently 
updating the Risk Assessment previously completed for the Sutter Basin. SBFCA staff participated in a levee tour 
with USACE in mid-January, along with the respective levee maintaining agencies (DWR, LD1, and LD9). The Risk 
Assessment effort is currently scheduled to finish in late spring/early summer of 2026. 
 
Sutter County FEMA Accreditation 
Staff continues to coordinate with FEMA and Sutter County on FEMA’s remapping of all of Sutter County.  The 
existing Flood Insurance Rate maps are currently paper maps and they need to be updated to digital maps.  FEMA 
will also incorporate SBFCA’s 100-year FEMA accreditation package for the southern Feather River west levee 
reaches (Yuba City basin).  It is anticipated that the package review and processing period with FEMA will take 
approximately 3 to 5 years before the proposed mapping changes become effective. SBFCA received additional 
comments on the proposed accreditation package in January and is coordinating with Sutter County staff on the 
responses.  
 
 
State & Local Funding and Coordination >>do we want to include a statement or two in this section about the bond 
refunding effort?>> 
EIP / UFRR Agreement 
SBFCA staff continues to work with DWR to process additional payments and reimbursement requests for various 
items of work.  SBFCA has since received $2,499,794 for the Emergency Work Retention Release. The last payment 
received and reported to the Board was in the amount of $2,060,217 on June 18, 2022, for costs incurred during 
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the 28th, 29th, and 30th.  An $308,156 payment for 31st Quarter was received in December 2024.  In February 2023, 
SBFCA received one FAPS payment totaling $1,989,855 from DWR for ROW request for a Partial Closeout 
Retention Release of $2,668,485. SBFCA and DWR have agreed for an immediate release of $2,568,486 and SBFCA 
submitted the formal request for release in June, leaving a remainder of $100,000 in pending retention until final 
closeout in 2026. The table below presents the current funding status of the Agency’s UFRR Grant. 

 
FRWLP DWR EIP/UFRR Funding     

  Agreement   

  Design  Construction  Total 

Agreement No. #4600009480  #4600010296   

Capital Outlay Amount $9,000,000  $56,780,000  $65,780,000 

Amendment 1 $0 [1] $0 [2] $0 

Amendment 2 $14,869,280 [3] $57,803,791 [4] $72,673,071 

Amendment 3   $43,861,587  $43,861,587 

Amendment 4   $40,828,931  $40,828,931 

Amendment 5 -$2,529,451 [5] $31,730,451 [5] $29,201,000 

Amendment 6 $0  $0  $0 

Amendment 7 $0  $3,744,017  $3,744,017 

Amendment 8 $0  $0  $0 

TOTAL FUNDING $21,339,829  $234,748,777  $256,088,606.03 

 Pending [6] $0  $2,568,486  $2,568,486 

       

TOTAL RECEIVED TO 
DATE $21,339,829  $230,648,323  $253,320,120 

TOTAL PAYMENTS $21,339,829  $234,648,777  $255,988,606 

       

GRANT BALANCE $0  $100,000  $100,000 
       

[1] Amendment 1 to the Design Agreement amended the term of the agreement. 

[2] Amendment 1 to the Construction Agreement amended the scope agreement to include the closure of gaps (at reaches 
13 and 24) in Area C. 

[3] Amendment 2 to the Design Agreement increased the cost share from 50% to 76% State Cost Share and increased the 
State funding limit. 

[4] Amendment 2 to the Construction Agreement increased the scope to include Areas B & D2A and increased the State 
funding limit.  It also incorporated many of the guideline provisions of the UFRR Program. 

[5] Reflects pending transfer of remaining design funding to the CFA.   
[6] Pending Requested Payments from DWR. 

 
OWA (CDFW & WCB) Grant Agreements 
SBFCA staff is working with the WCB and CDFW to process payments for the ongoing OWA work.   

Payments on the CDFW Veg Planting grant for the first through sixteenth quarters were received in the sum 
amount of $1,578,912 with $10,052 for the final 18th quarterly submittal currently pending receipt of payment.  

SBFCA submitted the sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth quarter packages to WCB for the Thermalito Afterbay 
project and are currently pending payment from WCB, while an 10th Quarter will also be submitted in February. 
Fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh quarter packages for the CDFW SFRA Thermalito Afterbay project were submitted 
and currently pending payment, while aan 8th quarter package is on track for submittal in February. The tables 
below present the funding status of the Agency’s WCB Grants and CDFW Grants, respectively. 
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OWA CDFW Funding

Veg Restoration Total

Grant Agreement No. Q1996015

Grant Amount $1,716,847 $1,716,847

TOTAL FUNDING $1,716,847 $1,716,847

Receipts

Payment Received

PMT 1 $404,324 $404,324

PMT 2 $113,379 $113,379

PMT 3 $56,180 $56,180

PMT 4 $42,759 $42,759

PMT 5 $139,725 $139,725

PMT 6 $102,987 $102,987

PMT 7 $112,641 $112,641

PMT 8 $86,177 $86,177

PMT 10 $300,653 $300,653

PMT 11 $27,633 $27,633

PMT 13 $25,100 $25,100

PMT 9 $97,462 $97,462

PMT 12 $27,633 $27,633

PMT 14 $8,905 $8,905

PMT 15 $18,887 $18,887

PMT 16 $5,505 $5,505

PMT 17 $8,962 $8,962

Pending

PMT 18 $10,052 $10,052

TOTAL PAYMENTS $1,588,964 $1,588,964

GRANT BALANCE $127,883 $127,883

Agreement
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CNRA Proposition 68 Sediment Management Project 
SBFCA staff finalized a grant with California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) for Sediment Management along 
the Feather River in February 2020 for $5,000,000.  Payments on all packages through the 10th Quarter have been 
received. A final retention release request package is also currently being processed by CNRA.  

 

OWA Thermalito Afterbay Funding

WCB CDFW-SFRA

Thermo Afterbay Thermo Afterbay Total

Grant Agreement No. WC-2334CA G2398072

Grant Amount $4,415,000 $3,305,756 $7,720,756

TOTAL FUNDING $4,415,000 $3,305,756 $7,720,756

Payment Received

PMT 1 $58,555 $129,443 $187,998

PMT 2 $125,098 $57,582 $125,098

PMT 3 $115,015 $103,643 $115,015

PMT 4 $57,547 $57,547

PMT 5 $118,403 $118,403

Pending [1]

PMT 4 $101,655 $101,655

PMT 5 $45,342 $45,342

PMT 6 $114,801 $41,572 $156,373

PMT 7 $51,653 $71,912 $123,565

PMT 8 $46,029 $46,029

PMT 9 $85,535 $85,535

TOTAL PAYMENTS $772,637 $551,151 $8,131,180

GRANT BALANCE $3,642,363 $2,754,605 $6,927,947

[1] No payments yet received.

Agreement
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Additional State Funded Grants 
SBFCA has secured and executed work on additional state-funded grants: The Floodplain Management, Protection 
and Risk Awareness (FMPRA) Robinson’s Riffle; CDFW Robinson’s Riffle, Regional Flood Management Planning 
Phase IV and V (RFMP IV and RFMP V); and Sutter Bypass East Levee (SBEL) projects.   
 
SBFCA has formulated and submitted finalized FMPRA Robinson’s Riffle packages through the 10th quarter. SBFCA 
has been in close coordination with DWR to get final approval on all pending costs through the 10th quarter. SBFCA 
is also currently formulating a final 11th quarter package in February.  
The fifth quarter CDFW Robinson’s Riffle packages totaling $285,037 is currently pending payment. A sixth quarter 
package is presently being formulated and on track for submission in February.  
 
A fifth and final sixth quarter reimbursement packages for RFMP IV were submitted to DWR in September 
requesting $52,790 in reimbursement. A retention release request for $26,000 was submitted in October, totaling 
$78,790 in reimbursement pending. SBFCA is currently working closely with DWR for final closeout of this grant 
and for reimbursements to be issued.  
 
SBFCA has also submitted the first and second quarter reimbursement packages for RFMP V for $66,356 which is 
currently pending payment.  A third quarter reimbursement request is currently being formulated for submittal 
in February.  
 
An tenth reimbursement request package for SBEL was submitted to DWR in December for a total of $262,294 in 
pending receivables.  An eleventh quarter package is currently being finalized for submittal in February. 
 

 
 

CNR Sediment Removal Funding

Total

Grant Agreement No. R31866-0

Grant Amount $5,000,000 $5,000,000

TOTAL FUNDING $5,000,000 $5,000,000

Receipts

Received

PMT 1 $15,477 $15,477

PMT 2 $233,338 $233,338

PMT 3 $151,111 $151,111

PMT 4 $258,997 $258,997

PMT 5 $209,605 $209,605

PMT 6 $2,916,496 $2,916,496

PMT 7 $230,211 $230,211

PMT 8 $144,214 $144,214

PMT 9 $193,142 $193,142

PMT 10 $120,555 $120,555

TOTAL PAYMENTS $4,473,145 $4,473,145

GRANT BALANCE $526,855 $526,855

Agreement
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Fiscal Impact:  This is an informational item only with no fiscal impact to SBFCA. 
 

State Funding

FMPRA Robinson's Riffle CDFW Robinson's Riffle RFMP IV RFMP V Sutter Bypass East Levee Total

Grant Agreement No. 4600015071 Q2296026 4600015037 4600016181 4600014883

Grant Amount $1,484,823 $2,115,000 $260,000 $391,500 $4,000,000 $8,251,323

TOTAL FUNDING $1,484,823 $2,115,000 $260,000 $391,500 $4,000,000 $8,251,323

Receipts

Received

PMT 1 $99,307 $117,336 $12,832 $112,991 $342,466

PMT 2 $77,213 $156,321 $60,872 $123,650 $418,056

PMT 3 $94,835 $158,703 $54,864 $201,698 $510,101

PMT 4 $88,102 $222,019 $52,642 $103,312 $466,074

PMT 5 $51,017 $51,017

PMT 6 $66,359 $66,359

PMT 7 $166,462

PMT 8 $131,751

Pending

PMT 1 $35,698 $35,698

PMT 2 $30,659 $30,659

PMT 5 $184,163 $285,037 $29,612 $498,812

PMT 6 $104,686 $23,178 $127,863

PMT 7 $301,015 $301,015

PMT 8 $142,395 $142,395

PMT 9 $58,085 $111,078

PMT10 $45,113 $151,216 $196,329

Retention Release $26,000

TOTAL PAYMENTS $1,194,913 $939,416 $260,000 $66,356 $1,219,536 $3,680,221

GRANT BALANCE $289,910 $1,175,584 $0 $325,144 $2,780,464 $4,571,102

Agreement
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